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<& Northern Ireland (At P17 ILS Y R)
Trip to Northern Ireland (S5 FERIDY 77— « F v I ZIVICERAEDXTM | )

I had made a booking for the "Giant's
Causeway & Belfast One-day Rail Tour."
| Since my hotel was close to the meeting
point of the station, I had scouted the
meeting place the day before and went to
bed early for the tour. As I rose around 3

am, and checked my email, I found a

message stating that the tour had been

canceled because it didn't meet the minimum number of participants. The time stamp

was 2:12.

I hadn't expected to receive a cancellation e-mail with less than 24 hours' notice, but |
had already made up my mind that if it got canceled, I would go to Belfast by myself,
not by tour. There were a few slight hiccups even before I got on the bus to Belfast, but
anyhow I was able to catch the 5:25 am bus and reached Belfast around 8 am.

When I went to the Visit Belfast bureau in front of the city hall, I was fortunate to be
told that there were available slots for a day tour to Giant's Causeway, so I decided to

join it.
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[ was quite interested in Belfast, having also watched "Belfast" nominated for the Best
Picture at the 2022 Academy Awards, and was inquisitive about the current situation
there. There was no border control when the bus crossed the border into Northern
Ireland or upon arrival in Belfast. From leaving Dublin to returning, I never had to take
out my passport. When I entered a coffee shop and saw the prices displayed in pounds,

I realized that this was indeed a part of the United Kingdom.

The city of Belfast was incredibly peaceful, completely different from the image I had
in mind of Northern Ireland while I was in Japan. I had always believed there was
tension in the city, and it appeared absurd to me that I had been worried about visiting

Belfast alone.



