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It all started with a football match at the Japan National Stadium on May 25, followed

by basketball in September and rugby in December. Ever since my student days, when
[ used to pore over floor plans, I've had a habit of wanting to explore the inside of any
building with an unusual design. While it wasn’t a sporting event, I also went to a music
concert at Ariake Arena in June. I found its circulation design particularly interesting,

with the flow from entry to exit being almost entirely one-way.

As for the games themselves, every one of them was tense and thoroughly enjoyable.
Rugby stood out in particular: the venue provided clear audio explanations and on-
screen commentary showing which team had committed what kind of foul, so even
someone like me—who isn’t very familiar with rugby rules—could follow along and

enjoy the match.

These days, it’s no longer just about baseball—there’s a wide variety of sports to

enjoy. I can’t help but feel that we’re living in a great era for sports fans.
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